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New Teacher   
My name is Karen O’Donnell and I will be the new Lead Teacher in the 2.75 classroom starting on 
January 6th.  I may be familiar to some of you; I have been working at Lakeland’s Little Learners since late 
August and was a teacher in Ms. Amber’s afternoon 4K Classroom.  I also helped out in the preschool 
classrooms in the late afternoon.  I have degrees in both Elementary Education and Guidance Counseling 
from UW-Whitewater. This year marks my 28th year as a teacher!  The majority of those years have been 
spent in the early childhood environment. Young children have a natural love for learning and it’s 
wonderful to be a part of that process.  I can’t wait to meet and develop a positive relationship with 
both you and your child.  I live in Whitewater, am married and have a 14 year old daughter.  I also share 
my household with a 5 month old Sheltie puppy.  In addition to my love for family, friends and animals, I  
enjoy traveling, gardening and reading.  
 

January Theme                          
This month we will be focusing on the season of winter.  We will learn what makes winter different from 
the other three seasons and will discover what fun activities we can do in winter.  We also will be talking 
about winter animals and I will introduce the concept of hibernation.  Some activities that we will be 
doing this month include painting snow with watercolors, playing a mitten color matching game, making 
a penguin craft and building a cave for a hibernating bear using our classroom materials. 
 

Family Connection 
Winter is a wonderful time to look for animal tracks in your yard.  I’m always amazed by the animal 
activity that I observe just by the different animal footprints that are left in the snow.  You and your 
child can see what different tracks you can find in your yard and try to guess which animal may have 
made them.  You can also have your child count how many tracks an animal left along with following the 
tracks in your yard to see where they may lead to.   An online resource for identifying animal tracks is 
https://www.greenbelly.co/pages/animal-tracks-identification-guide. 
 
                                                            Important Dates for January 2020 
13 – Panera Bread Fundraiser:  Purchase food at the Delavan location between 4-8 p.m. and a  
                                                        portion of the proceeds will go to Lakeland’s Little Learners!  
 
31 – Elegant Farmer Fundraiser Starts:  More information will be coming soon.  
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at kodonnell@lakelandslittlelearners.com or by 

phone 262-723-8391 
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